ANNUAL REPORT AND NEWSLETTER OF THE

ANCIENT SOCIETYOF
COLLEGE YOUTHS
SPRING1998
TIME TO THINK AND DECIDE
The first rol€ of the Newsletteris to reDortto the
memberson lhe activities of the past year and look
forwardwith anticipation
to the comingyear.
We hadagoodrun in th€Nationall2-Bell Contest.
a most enjoyable Country Meeting in Newcastle, a
well-supportedPeal Day and a Opically liiendly and
atmosphericAnniversaryDinner.
And we look forward to the 1998Country Meeting
with ringing, meetingand dinner in ManchesterTown
Hall on 6 June,and to a new and bigger venuefor the
36I st Anniversary
Dinneron 7 November.
But it's been an unsettling year in several ways.
It's inevitably been rather upstagedby the Cumberlands' yearlong peal extravaganzaand grand diiner
celebratingtheir 250th Annive$ary (althougl it ma!,
be wortlr a note tiat only 10 y€ars earlier, over 550
p€opleattendedour oun 350th AnniversaryDinner).
The Cumberlandsarc also recruiting more new
membersthan we are. Shouldwe be concemedabout
quantity.or fying to focus evenmore on quality? Are
we assiduousenoughin idenrii/,rngand srgnrngup
thosewhowe believeshouldbe CollegeYoutfts?
Therec alro been dre anermarhof lhe pre\ious
year's antagonismsin London that 6anlfir1ly werc
outsidemostmembels'kerl but left somescars.
And now the 'geat debate',just ioitiare4 which
will certainlyhavean eff€ct on the Societyone way or
arother: the proposalto admit women.
Eventswere set in motion in January 1998,when
the St Paul's Guild voted nanowly that it wished to
amendits rule requiring Cuild membersto b€ drawn
solely fiom the Society.
Then at the Society's Malch meeting, notice of
motion was given that the word 'male' be deleted
ftom Rule L2. so asto enablethe el€ctionofwomen.
Rather than rush straight into either a vote or
indeed a referendum, members voted at the April
meetingto setup a'Commifteeof 16' (the8 Officers
plus 8 membergto be electedin May); its remrt rs to
identifi' and dinl through th€ options ard implications of change or non-change,consider the best
way to make a decision,and make a report to the
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ANDRT|ITBL4CKLOCK QUENTINARM]TACE,
presiLlingat the Sociely's lhisyear's Master, {tl the
1997Dinnsra1$iap56n's 1998GuestNightDinner
Societythat will facilitate a decision aroundwhich it
is hoped memberscan unite and move forward. The
full wording ofthe Committee'srernit is on page9.
So it is clearly time for the Society to make some
decisionsand re-establishsome certaintiesabout its
future. Should it rerrain ringing's only 'gendemen's
club', with emphmison its unique male carnaradsne?
Can political corectness be resisted? Or should all
thal be leff behind.to embracee\cellencein ringing.
basedon being open to all ingsrs of ability? w1tat
are the visions? Whal should be ihe long-tem
diflerencebetweenCollegeYouthsaad Cumberlands?
How importantis'national standing'? How important
is the cormectionwith St Paul's? what would happen
to the Dirmer? How shouldall this be decided?
Theseand many oiher questiofs will be considered
by the Cornnitte€, and I urge a.ll membersto tbink
about it for themselvestoo, and to write in with any
point of view they would like the Conrmilteeto hear.
fhir is our Society:its futurewill be whal $e \ant it
to be, and whatwe chooselo makeof it.
Meanwhile, life goes on. The Socieryhas a full
prograrnmefor 1998 including splendid settings for
both Country Meeting and AnniversaryDinner, and it
would be nice to see as rvmy membersas possible
taking part, and enjoyingeachother's company.
TonvKench
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ANDREI|/ BACKLOCK in the chair vith someof the
Society'tsiberyare as displayedal monthly businest
meetings(including the back oflhe Treasurer'shead).
Andy beganhis year with high hopesthat lhe Society
couldqurcklyretumro normaiafier lie previousyear.
andhis wish wasmet with warm applause.Not everything sprangstraight back, but at the end of the year
Andy was able to say that many good things had
happened,andtlat he had enjoyedhis year of office.
Practice nighr ringing varied between the usua.l
st ndard methodsand the occasionalheadyheigits of
variable-hunt OMBS. 'Ihe Guest Niglt Dinner in
MarclL as r€ported in last year's Newsletter, was as
boisterously supported as usual. The Comhill
Ringers' Suppo has also becomean annualevent for
the Rector, churchwardensand ringers, and in 1997
welcomedthe Ven GordonReid to his new position.
The Sociery band came an honourably close
secondin the Nationall2-Bell Contest(seepage5),
while arother enterprisilg band of members (Tim
Griffiths, Tom Grifiilhs, Trystar Hitchens, Neil
Hitch€ns, Chris Venn and Chris Pickford) were
congratulated on wiming the 'National Six Bell
Striking Competitiol' at St Buryan in August.
Society Peal Day, a fixture now on the thid
Satuday in September,saw 19 peals rung out of 2l
attsmpts,with some200 membe4 taking part around
the country. An initiative to try a Haldbell Peal Day
saw few attemptsand even fewer successes,but djd
lead to considerablemirth as several Past Masters
whata difficultan handbellringirg is
rediscovered
What tumed out to be the last Dirner at Simpson's
was anotherhighly convivial a{fair: a sell-out, as all
the Dinners there have been, and a setting tbat has
alwaysseemedexactlyrighl for tie Socieq: jusl a
sharneit wasn't bigger (but seepage 7). One of the
higl ights was a superbly struck touch of Orion Surprise Ma{mus on handbells,rung by Clarke walters,
GraharnFhman, Quentin Amitage, PeterTowlsend,
JobnHughes-D'Aethand Paul Mounsey.

The 1997Country Meeting was held in Newcastleon
7 June,and everyoneagreedit was a most enjoyable
weekend. An 'advanceparty' rang a couple of p€als
in the arca in the days beforehaad; a peal of Bristol
SurpriseMarimus was rung at the Cathedralon the
Friday evening (despit€the courter-attractionsof the
Bigg Ma*et);
and a firll day's ringing on the
Saturday was followed by Business Meeting and
Diiner at nle Bridge on lhe Saiurda)evening.
It can now b€ told thal immense difficulry was
experiencedin trying to get The Bddge to chargeas
much as tl0 for the excellent4-coursedinnerthat was
served: competitioofor pub businessin Newcastleis
very intense. .13satdo$'nto dirmer,drawn abouthalfand-halffrom Londonard the North Easl and it made
for a very pleasantbalance'helpedalong by Mordue's
very wonderful'WorkieTicket' ale. ln a specialtoast
during the evening,Ken Arihur was cong&tulatedon
ofthe Society.
reaching56 years'membership
Next moming, Orion S Ma-'dmuswas rung at the
Cathedral.thanks to the initiative of Enid Lawson tn
getting GeorgeDeasand SaephenBell to leam a few
leads. Local culinar-vinnovatronswere observ€dat
Blake's Coffee House in Dear Street, where
'mozzarella and mars bar' toasted sandwichescould
(butwerent).
bepurchased
All in all, a super.t\eekend: thar*s to StephenBell
and everyoneelse invoh ed lot all their good help and
organisation,and foa mahng us so watrnly welcome.

GEORDIE NIGHT: GeorgeDeas with the Master (a
marginal Etultfer on lhe tenuousgrcun^ lhat his
porcnts were bom in Jesmond)-

BI|AIAE NIGHT: An incrcasingl! joNial able starrihg Holrard Smith, Norlnan Johnsonand Jeff Ladd-

PageTwo

360th ANNIVERSARY DINNER

NEWMEMBERS
Th€se 22 new memberswere electedin the year to
November1997; our congratulationsto thsm all.

t

Jm€s H losra, Croydd
B.@d R Cild€nl€v€, A@nistq
Tre@ B Elliott, lelqldough
Chnstopha M Gould, Teddingto
E Wrlim ldd Tnd\Bto
Iw L AndEs. BFdpol€

JohnH Mud4 Wald{-Tham
Clrtlopho N sb6!y, carDbndge

Mdt J wallrq, wlstl€y

\&rk lt AiMrlh,
Am6hm
ADrLs J C BrcslL PurLy
Dlvid H T Tlylor Dublil

Niohoks R Wils.rL Cu.Iffeld

NEW BOYS: AJP with the VenGordonReid,i ing in
as Reclor of St Michael's Cornhill from his 'dayjob'
as Archdeaconin Europe, and lhe Dean ofsl Paul's,
the VeryReydJohh Moses,both of*hom entertained
membefswilh speechesal lheir firsl ASCYDihner.

R Mlrk Dam€I. Staind
Manns J Tosh,Bultjngtm
JN*ill€ Parki4 H€$u
Mat1hfl s Tm6, Rlm€y

MILESTONES
Our conganrlations to eight mellrbels who reached
the milestoneof 50 vealsm€rnbershiDin 1997:
tonn E Chiloolt, lsi Mscr

And to two who reachedthe the proud mark of 60
years' meftbership:
'ftohas C iox, ?asl Mosta

R€vdM.loltn C C Melvile

OBITUARY
WISEHE"4D: John Chilcott, the Society'ssehiorpasl
Secrcbry, celebrating50 years' membe$hipin 1997,
proposed the toast lo lhe Socielyas 'lhe club he had
chosenlo belong lo'; the Secretaryurged hetnbers to
re-afrm theb belief in the high standdrdsand good
Photo: PLC
fien^hips that the Socielystanbfor

TMNMTL4NTIC SUPPORT: Geof ,rhite
l/ancouver (here with Ste\tardJohn White),v1as
amongthosecelebfaling50 lears membefihipin '97.

MUTUAL SUPPORT: RiclV Shttllcross and Dill
Iaulkes at the end ofan obriousb coh\,iuiale|ening.

Theseare the membersto whom tribute was paid at
Societybusinessmeetingsin the yearto November:
Do&is LaLd ofvoddd el@t d l9l9
FraDkL lteris of Sllisbury. elatqi r93?
Ch{16 W (hcb Mhd,y of Whbsseq fm€dy of EreU, el€ctel 1938
GeoBe H Clin of Bdd,
etecledt953
AJlhu D Fello* of Stoubndge, el@t€d1984
chrisr@hs T ljmb of Costr €l€cred1953
wLllim S Sdw€il of Ca@h@ el€crel 1960
Nollrm TonpkiN ofPelUeblry, elecledl95l
DouglN HUgnB oBE ot\r/'llit6hap€1, el@t€d1966
PeterA Cljmtus of Cffilford, el@l€d 1985
D€rehP J@s of Chwh GBI€y. el@t d 195?
Charl€sE Basen of S@lhmplo'! cl€olel 1934
N(m
J Goodbd ofBiminana.r! eleled 1956
O€dge T Jmb$ of cowley, el&tdrl lt8
Pdc,vNeFloD ol HisI wy@nbe, eleotedI93 I
Philip waltq of Oxfod, eleotedl95l
Eh€stHKilby ofvmbley, eleted I 5
tuymdd G CousiB of AMdge €lccred1932
Pet€rW..dw,rd of sandal,lleted 1949
Anthdy R fus of Suno Coldfield, rlat€d 196r
L6li€ P€alM ofMaidalRd, ele.t€d 1947
Jo€ph E Asolt ol Leightm Buzzrd, el4t€d 1934
Char16W Tq*
of Bubw WA .16t€d 1956
Willim M RN€ of BFdA NSW, elecrai 1982
Johl R SmirhofAylsba4 electd 1981.

It is in the natureofwho the Society has electedovsr
the yearsthat most ofthese memberswere prominent
contributors to the exercise; som€ were very well
known indeed. lt is pleasingto be able to report that
1Ir every case tbere was soneone pres€nt at the
relevantmeetingwho could pay tribute fiom personal
knowledge. Writtel obituaies are oft€n coltributed
by memberstoo, and it wasdecideddudng the year to
maintain an 'obituary file' in the Sociery's library to
keepthem asa pennaneDtreoord.
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Philip Saddleton. Peal Recordel

FROMTHE'97 MINUTEBOOK

NATIONAL l2-BELL CONTEST

.

Under Andrew BlacKock's leadership,the Society's
band acquitled itself well in 1997. wirming its
Eliminator rouod at Stou$ridge and caming a very
clos€ secondf92oloto 91%) in the final at St Martinin-the-Fields. Gerflemanly to lhe last, it would have
beenunsportingofus to havepippedthe Cumb€r:lands
in their 2501hAnniversaryvear.

.
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The Society took over responsibility via its Bell
RestorationFund for routine maifiena[ce of the
bell installatior at St Micha€l's Comhill
Objectionswereraisedto the useofpeal footnotes
for personalremarks; the Society'siradition to be
ecnnomicalwilh footnoteswasre-alfirmed
Good wishes were conveyedftom the Master of
the Antient Society of St Stephen's Ringers in
Bristol (established 1620), who had made
extensiverefercnceto the College Youths at his
own Armual Dinnsr, and encloseda copy of their
b€ll-shapeddinnermenufor the Society'slibrary
Sundayservic€ringing was extendedal St Ciles
C.ipplogate to every Suday moming at 9.3010.00,and at St Michael'sComhill everySunday
at 11.55:all otrersofbelDee welcome
The Society's Newsletterwas enteredfor the Rw
Newsletter Competitio4 but (along with those
from the SRCY, ANZAB and NAG) was put into
a separatecategoryas 'too professional'
Tony Kench and Paul MouIIs€yput on a talk and
demonstrationofbellringing at th€ r€questof th€
Ba$ican Music Society at St Giles Cripplegate'
which generatedconsidemblegood will
The Society's Aocountsfor 1996 showedGeneral
Fund income having exceededexpendinre by
t1,250,ed somef21,000in the Bell Restoration
Fund, of which J7,000 had b€€n r€ssrved for
plamed rcfurbishment work at Cripplegate and
t2,000 for ringing room work at St Sepulchre's
It was obsewed tlnt while it was the Society's
customto be dignifled and restained in its public
communicatrons,this did not seein to apply to
commrmicationson the intemet; Jim Phillips
ripostedthat he was 'ullrepentantand havingfiln'
Keith Fleming complained of a late cancellatron
ofa peal attemptat Wimborne,and thoughtit fell
shortof the sta[dardsthe Socierystoodfor
A discussionon the fiequency of practicesat St
Paul's hdicated majority supportfor taking every
opportunityof the privileg€ to ring there
The Society's motion at the Central Council
meetingthat 'vatable cover' pe€lsbe acceptedin
principle was agreedby a largemajority
A rule changewas carried to Rule 1.8 ('the
Society shall be affiliated to the Central Council
of ChurchBellringers and shall abide by its rules
and decisions'),to add the words 'insofar as they
are consonant with the constitution, iules,
decisionsand tradrions ofthe Society'
fuchard Stevens conthued organising monthly
Societypractic€sin the Noth Oxfordshirearea
The seriesof monthlySplicedS Vajor pracdc€s
organisedin London for aspiring membersof the
Middlesex Associationculminatedin two pealsof
8-Splicedat Bemondsey including several'flrsts'

COLLEGE yOUTHS' B4ND: (ftoht row, r to , Stel)e
Wdlers, Dat)id House, Dickon Love, Dayid Hilling,
Ste|e (:oaker, Quentin Amtitage; (back row, I 10 r)
Tony Kench, Tony Bl@mfed, Joh llhite, Andrew
Bla,klo,lLJohnHughes-DAeth.( hns Kepn.

COMPLIMENTEDDUO: both daughterEleanor (for
the local batut) dtul father Chns Kippih werepraised
b! theJudgeslurthesteadtness
oJlheir tenornngtng

LD{IMPRESSEDTRIO: Rod haranguesthejudges, to
liltle di)ail, alier the resultsat StMartin-ih-the-Fields.
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ONWARDANDUPWARDIN'98

THE SELF-EFFAC]NG QUENTIN ARMITAGE,
renarkably hard lo pn down in Iron! of a camera B
caught here by telephoto lens across a Crordon bar
on BrMt Raced.ay,as O(lS man talking lo CUG nmn
On taking the chair in Novernber 199?, th€ rcw
Mastet Quentin Amitage, started o with a clear
vision of what neededdoing: the standardof striking
oeededto be improved on pr"dcticenights. This was
widely applauded: whatever the Society standsfor,
good saikhg needsto be in theresomewhere.
He felt that the .iray to achievethal was to colcentrate on the simpler standard methods, and for
conductorsto oller more constuctive cliticlsm,
It doesn't seemto have quite v.orked out like that
in practice, mainly becausethe attendarc€ numbers
have been a touch on the low side. In fac! practice
attendancesoutside meeting nights have been below
par for sometime.
An answer is neede4 and much discussiontakes
place as to what lhe main problem is and what the
practrcal solutions mry be. Is it a short-tem or a
long-telm problem? Is it the much worse t|me
pressure suffered by professionalpeople? Has the
exercisegenoally produced fewer twenty_something
ringers lat6ly? Is it the risisg stretrgthof local l2-be[
practices? Or do we need to be more welcomilg,
more suppotlve ofpeople on a leaming curve? Does
it simply needenergyand organisaion to prod people
out ofthsir daily routine dld up the bell tower?
The vi6ws of members aue certainly welcome.
One possible conaibution would be occasionalvisits
to Tuesdaynighl Factices in the City ftom m€mbers
futtler afie1d,perhapsin car-goups, or perhapsby
train (East Anglian membert for exanpl€, have
discoveredall ,8-50 evenitg retum fare to l,ondon).
The Master has pl together a creditableband for
the 1998Natioml l2-Bell Striking Contest,with three
changes from the band lhat rang well in 1997
including the loss of David House to become chief
Judge. The banddid reasonablywell at the Elimillator
in Croydon in March, coming a clos€ secondto Yorh
there\ qualifying for dre 6nal in Norwich in June.
Much of the Society's businessmeeting agelda
recently has been taken up with fie b€ll installation
refrrbishf,€ntsat City towers. The long-running
work at Comhill is still not finished, currently stalled
while agrc€rnenlis paiNtaki4ly soughl oll whether

lhe ringitrg room c€iling shouldbe restoredto exaotly
how it was, or left in its current ,uneodedstate for
improved intemal acoustics. Until tlus is resolved,
and extemal sound conh,ol work also authorise4
rilging is restdcledto practlcesand servic€s.
Progressis $noother now at Cdpplegatg where
refurbishment of the bell installation by Ha)'ward
Mills is in progess this very weelqjointly furded by
the church ard the Society. The subsequentstepwill
be to install improved extemal soundcontrol, so lhat
pealscanbe rcsumedon thesebeautiful bells.
Meanwhile, service inging by the Soci€ty takes
place regularly at both towers: al Conrhill twice a
month midweelqand o[ Smday momilgs al Cripplegate ftom 09.30 to 10.00,then ar Comhill ftom about
11.55to 12.15.The Sundayserviceringingcoulddo
with somemore sirppor! and if anyoneis in town for
a weekend,they will be very welcometo Jornm
The 1998 Guest Night Dinner took plac€ on 20
March at its usualrece venue,'Bangers' Ale, Port &
SteakHouse,wherc a good time washad by all.

GOOD OLD DENNIS MNDALL w.1s thanked
warmlyon hisre rcmenlfrom manYleart \?nnc a\
'I'ou,erSecretdryand Steeple-keeper
al Jewry; he also
at St Paul's
sleppeddown thisyear as Sleeple-kseper

GOOD HLMOUR MAN: Paul Carless, the Junior
Slevard, joins Kathy Eovard atul Caroline House lo
sharea GueslNight joke fton the PastMasler of\|it
For the remainder of his year, Quentin is looking
for$?rd to a successful Country M€€thg m
Manchester,to widespreadparticipation by members
ev€ryvherein SocietyPealDay on September19, and
to the opportunityfor many more mernbe$to cometo
the AnniversaryDinner in Novenrber.
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COUNTRYMEETING:
MANCHESTE& 6 JUNE 1998

361stANNIVERSARYDINNER:
NEW.LARGERVENUE

The Country Meeting and Dimer this year will be
held on Saturday 6 June in the splendid 'Crade t
lisied' Victotian s€ttingof Ma[chesterTown Hall.

we've eljoyed five ]ery convivial dinners at simp'
son's-in-lhe-Strand-but ft€ limitatiol on numbers(a
crowded 159) has always led to quite a rumber of
memb€rsbeing disappohled at not being able to get a
ticket. Simpson's are plarming some re-4odelling
which will reducecapacityfinthor, so it was high time
to find a new md lmger homefor ou! Dinner'
The new venue for 1998is CharteredAccountants
Ee!!, in Moorgare Plac€, just a stone's tluow (or
'stubbs Stagger') from The Old Dr Buder's Hea4
betweenBank and Moorgde tube stations.

The proglammefor the day oomPnses:
(8)
1000-1100Walkden
Pendlelon(E)
Lunch at JD Wetl€rspoon s'M(nUnder
Water' in D€ais8ate,rcn tlc Cdhedrat
1245-1400 Manch€sterCalhelral(10)
1415-151s Salford(8)
1530-1700 Mmch€3tqTom Hall (12)
Bar at Tom Hall
From 1700
Busift3s M€€ting(Rec€ptiE Roorn)
At 1745
1915-2400 Country MeetingDirer (BanquelinsRoom)
for the ASCY Bell RestorahotrFund
1100-1200
1200-1245

Tiokets for the Country Meeting Dinnexare just Ezq,
and should be applied for via the booking form
enclosed. The good price is due pardy to Jeff Brannan's negotiating skills, aad pardy to the room hire
chargesat the Town Hall being substantiallylower for
registqed charities-which is why fte dinnd is being
held in the nane ofthe ASCY Bell RestorationFund'
Guestsare very welcome tbroueihoutthe day and
evening,al ringing, Meeting ard Dinner; dr€sscode
for the Dimer is jacket-and-tiefor the men.
hotelsale:
For thosestayingover, recornrnended

The capacity of the Great Hall of the Institute of
CharteredAocountarts (to give it its ftll tide) is 28q,
which meam oot only that many more memberscan
participatethis year, but also that we c€n retum to the
custom of the Dinner beirg op€n (utder the currefi
rules) to 'members and their gendemenguests' on a
fi rst-come,fi rst-servedbass.
The ticket price is lJg -iust 4olohigher than last
year's f,28.50, and has b€e! made possible by a
generouscontribution toward the cost of hiring this
exceltenltialt. DraughtYoung's wil be about 11 80,
hous€claret abouttlo. Tioket applicationsshouldbe
madeFomptly via the bookilg form enclosed
The Dinner Day ftmchtimevenuewill againbe The
Old Dr Butler's Head; timi4s for the Dinnsr will bq
asusual, 5 pm bar, 6 pmrDinnet bar until midnight (in
fte beautiful Victorian 'Main ReceptionRoom').

The Miire, CalhedralCat€s,016 I 834 4128: t38 S, ,45 D inc bfst
q5
Tm\ elodse.Blactdiars StrEeL0800 850950 J49 ps rmm
i{oLel.ftccidll}, 016| 216 5l5r s4q j0 P€rroom
GardeDs

pealshrs been drang€d
A seriesof 8- ard 12_be1t
5, in Lancashiieand
prior
May
30-Jun
weeh
for the
Yo*shire; any m€mberintetestedin Participatiry in
someor all shouldring Quentin Armitage aJhome oa
01J12 216653ot 6t work an 0l'1 | 921 524r.
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STAN MASON'S SOth
What we beliwe may wall have be€n the Sooiety'g
lary€st ever galhering of Offio€rs add Past Masters
took place or1 22 October 1997, when 29 out of a
possible38 gailered d a specially aranged dimer in
honourof StanMason's80ft birthday.

Stan has s€rved the Society as Master twicg in
asTreasurdfiom 1969to l98l
1955/56Nd 1956157,
atrdas Truste€to the Fes€nt day, so most presenthad
at somestageservedwith Stanas a fellow Officer'
The format for the eveaitr8,held at 'Ba[gers', was
a series of informal anecdotesand toasts around a
singleldge table. Finally, Srat was presentedwilh an
insdibed tankardto mak the occasion,and a ftarned
Shepherdprint of St Lawence Jewry (or rather, St
LawrenceKing Steet, as it was known in Shepherd's
day), signedon the revers€by all presenl.
The tribufe paid to Sfan was twofold: lhe rumber
prcsentwas a hugecomplime to the esteemin which
h€ was held by everyotre; and it was clear to all that
nobody cared more aboul and was more conmitted
to, the well-beiflg ofthe Society.
Thosepresen! in chonological orderof offrce:
sbnMnson
Philip Cbalt
MichaelMoEle
RdlneyMedows
AleFNsl
An'iEw Stubbs

alarldtdd
ChriRogd

Srook€LM
l>vidHoue
Riclurd Tibb€is
Jmthd Portd
Clark€waltd
lm Dar
Paul MolNy
SteveW.l€B
cFhanlil]M
PhilRogd

YOUTHSBEHAVING
PROLIFICALLY
Grrsld Penney rug and conducledhis 1000rhpeal,
StedmarCinques,at St AlbaN Abb€y on 7 Dec 1996.
Michsel MeaB rang and c.nducted his 2000th peal,
8-SplicedS Major at Kingsteigltoq on 14 Dec 19!)6.
Nick Simon ratrg and conducted his 10001hpeal,
Carnbridges Royal, at S croydor on 22 Feb 1997.
Bob Smith rang and conductod his 3000th peal,
StedmanCinques,al Melbourneon 27 July 1997
D.vid f'riend ranghis l000th peal, 3-SplicedS Royal
in han4 in Wilmslow on 2 September 1997,
cotrductedby PeterRandall.
Philip Ssddleton, our modestPealRecorde!,rang his
1o00thpeal, StedmanCinquesin hand, at Coflhill on
10 Dec€mber1997,conductedby David Sheppdd.

,1

Simon Poole (s€en here'over a berel' at Andrcw
Wilby's 50th birthday party al Towcesterin February)
rang his l000th peal, 8-SplicedS Major, at Salford on
24 Jaruary 1998,conductedby David Hu1l.
Geofi Fothergil rang his 2000tlt peal, Upton CheFe
S Major at Middletoq Lancs, on 13 Febnary 1998,
conductedby PeterRandall.

Paul wili5m
Anlrew Bamsdal€
lonn llwhe$D Ae&
Jim Phnlps
Aldllood
DaYidHilling
Ardrew Blackl@k
Johnwbrl€

DECORATEDYOUTHS
The Society is pleasedto add its congratulationsto
mernbersWilfred F Moreton and C Kenneth Lewrs,
oaohawdded the MBE for servicesto bellringing and
to PastMasier Alan J F osl awardedth€ LVO for his
contributronto the restorationof Windsor Castle.

DATA PROTECTION ACT
The SoqeD holds mailinS lsL fn thrs Nemle$er. ed ds reced
'rs
As an unDcorportl,edmcmbersclubocal reords. cn omputers
we arc ml reqwed ro be res'$€red unds lhe provBioG of the
Data Protection Ac! lnd can hold conputeris.d menbsship
r€cardsanddistrihtion lisls, proYid€dmembss are a*are that the
dat is h€ld and haveoot objecledio then p€'sonalinclusion

John Gipson (relaxi4 al the Dinner wjlh his old
friend Ken Hesketh)rang ajrd conducteda peal of
Bristol S Major at Mel&eth on 3 Apdl 1998,fiereby
becomingthe fust to ring 1000pealsilr one tower'
With a Comhill
Vestry peal on 1l
Jure 97, conducted
by David Brown,
Mich|el Moreton
rang his l00th of
Stedmm Citrqlres
on handbells.
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NEWSLETTER FINANCE

ADMISSIONOF WOMEN:
VIEWS IIIVITED TO THE
.COMMITTEE OF'SIXTEEN'
Notic€ of motioll was given at the March me€ting,on
behalf ofDavid Hous€as proPoserand Georg€Pip€ as
.f;,ondf,, "lhat the word 'male' be deletedilom Rule
1.2, and lhat other rderences lo gender ,ariously itl
the Rutesbe updatedaccordrrgl-v", with the wish ftar
in order to a.llow menbers longer than tie milrimum
time to consider the matter, three months' rtodce
should elapse before it was fotulaly propose4
debaledand voted upoo. The proposerand seconder
were however 'in principle haPpyto follow a,ly other
reasonableprocess and timetable the Society may
wish to adopt'.
The Secretaryproposedat the April meeting on
behalf of the Officels, that a matter of this unique
magritud€ should be decided by referendum of all
members. Instea4 however, with the statedaims of
rying to calm the debate,think thrcugh the optrons
aIId implicatioN, ard give the bestchanceof retaininS
fiiendship, trust and uity, an amended motion
persuasively proposed by Andrew wilb) and
seconded
by PhilipRogerswaspas'edasfoJlous

The i720 cost of &e l9? Newdetter (for prhtin&
eovelopesand postage)was atmosl met by the !690
receivedin members'kind donations.
Costs, ol cous€, continue to gow (as does the
rnailing list) and we must ask metnbersfor renevr'ed
generosity: donationsOy chequeto ASCY, pleas€),
large or small, wil all be very welcomeindeed.
I an sorry it's not possibleto acloowledge all the
donaions and commentsindividually, bul I can assue
mernbersthal their oontibutious atrd coltrtB€otsarc
very much appreciafed. The Newsletter clearly
contirues to be welcom€dby the m€mb€rshipat larSe
lonY Kench

DATESFOR 1999ALREADY
Datesplannedfor Societyeventsnexl year include:
-- Sat l0 July 1999: Country Meetingill Norwich
(at the initiative ofJohn White andNeil Thomas)
- Sat 18 Septemb€r1999: SocietyPealDay
- Sat6 November1999: 362ndAnniversaryDinner

YOUTHSAT 35

"Thrlt tlv Societyappoint a Comnittee conPrislttg o.f the
eqzht Ofrcers d,'1 eiSht nembeh !LLRd io lat cL\
p'Jssrble.to rcfe*ht the vanous punt, of viN in lhe
natter olthe elethon oI wonen to he SuieD
''me Cot mitteeshall be rcnitted lor
l. Prcporc a nnehble lor its actions atkl flhnit thislor
aryovol of the neetitY ott June.gth.l998.
2. Identi.fythe wir s options anll subapnob for change
3. Deternirc lor eachoPtton:
- tlv likel] consequences
- theJutureopporttrlities or .ltsldwntages
- dry necessary changes ta the Society's 'uftent
activities such the Dinner
^t
- tjrc effect uPon at conpet ive position with the
SRCYdnd oltr standinsa\ a ,vaional s&iety
- atry corsequennaltule cha ges
- the likelih.nl of rcaching consen s.
1. Connder lhe bestwq to nake a decisionin this maxea
either at M or.linlny hteenngor a Wcial neetinS, wilh
or r+,ithoutdn opinion nr'rPy of the totQl nenbership'
by referendlm ot other mea$
Mai afutl arut conprenensivercpott to the Societyin
a fom designedto Jacilitate a decision around which
the emberscdn unite ard the Societymoveforuard "

So that is wherewe ate. The olher eight membersof
th€ Committee,to join the eight Officeq arc dueto be
electedal the 14 May busmessmeetmg.
Many ofus think it is essentialthat the voice ofthe
whole Societybe heardon this, one way ot another,so
any mernberwho lus a Point ofview to expressas :!n
inDul to the Committee's deliberations is urged to
drop a line (by letter, fax or e-mail) to OreSedet ry,
so that your vrew canbe heard.

CLASSOF '62: Daid House (conductor), Daid
Llewelhn. Clarke Walten, Peter Bennett, RevBrian
Haftis, Mick Hobbs (organiser), Richard Slel'€ns,
Tony Kench Roland Cook Johh Eisel' Peler Joyce
anal Gerald Penkey met for a very haryy 3s-year
membe$hip re nior, peal of Stedwrn Cinques al St
Stepheh'sBristol in Ocbber 1997. DEH says he
enjoys ihesercunion peals: it's the only time he gets
Photo: Mrs WH.
to be theyostgest in the band

SOCIETY TIES
A small supplyrernainsofsociety
-ties in tlre cnnent stripe<la"fjlgt'
-4
s.ith crestio the ionn of the
mace-headof 1762,available in navy with silver
crestand stnpes, or
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ANCIENT AND MODERN
The notebookofJames R Haworth containsdetails of
outings with the College Youths and one such visit
was to Exeter in August 1869,traveling by Bnmel's
fanous sev€n-foot broad-gaugerailway. Howwer,
there was considerable antagodsm between the
'scientific' and call chaageringers of the day in the
West Country,resultinSin an embarassingrnomentat
Exeter Calhedralbefore a crowd of severalhundred
round and call changedngers,which put back method
rilrging at the Cathedralfor somoforty years.
A local journal of January1868 had c-ontaisedan
anonymouslett€r sigled'Oxonieirsis':
"Sir, As you a&nit into lour psges nolicesrel1ting to
church bells and inging, I think your readerswill be
pleased to see an account of the noblepeal of hea|y
bells at lhe calhedral,Exeler. I thereforesendyou an
extract and the notes copiedfrom the 'Hislory of lhe
Church Bells in Devon' by the Rer H T Ellacombe,
Rector ofclyst St Ceorge, lalely issuedby the Exeter
DiocesanA rchi lecturaI Societ):
2 t6l6

I 1634
5 l?29
6 1693
'/ 1676
8 1729
91676
101729

Pongmourh
FN
Doon Br
Cobhofte
OH 9 o .loct
Slafor.l
GtudisD

J6

C

4l
16
19
55
59
611'
7l '/,

Afat (notusedwithE")
G
D

c

Lookng at the vaious futes ofthe severalbells vhich
composethis noble peal (surpassedby none in lhe
kingdom,eilher in veight ofmelal or richnessof tine)
il ir o na er of surpri\e thal lh?y hamonise w
pe{ecly together.... It is a piry he belh ore not
handled by a mole scientifrc set of ringeft; bxt
scientiJicringing doesnot appear to be understoodin
thispart ofEngland and theyare coxte t with rcunds
and rounds.like a ch dplayng the ganut...
On Monday 16 August 1869,Hawoth's notebook
tells us that ten Coll€ge Youths travelled to Devonshire,at the invitation of Mr C W Troyte of Huntsham
Court, nearTiverton. They were H W Haley, J Petti!
J R HawortlL G Ferrisr M Hayes, M A Woo4 H
Bootb J Dwight, G Muskett and W Cooter. Mr W
Wood ard Mr C l,e€ ac{omperiedftenl On arrival in
Exeterthey took the rail to Topsharn,to seethg Rev H
T Ellacombe at Clyst St George,who receivedthein
kindly. After ringing on the six bells, they had an
idyllic tea on the Rectorylali,n.
On Tuesdaythey went to Tiverton, whsre th€y met
Mr Trotte, and "Iang with him on the bells of the
chuc\ which arc fine, in the key ofD, 24 cwt. Dined
al the White Ball InrL Mr Woo4 and stoppedthere all
dght. On Wednesdaymet Mr Tro)'te at tle Cathedral,
and rerg the bells. On the evening of Wednesday
there was a handbell me€ting at ElnIield Hotel, al
which Mr Trofe, ProfessorSylvester and Monsieur
Kh@ikof wereDresent."

JAMESR HAWORTH
andJAMESPEruT 6SCYLibrury)
On ThuNday lhe party went to hear the Cathedral
b€lls outsidei "they were rung by the looal dngers in
rounds and are a rcmarkably fino p€al. Rung at St
Sidwell's in the aftemooi, tud St John's in the
eveniog. fie Catledral bells were not in a proper
oonditionto allow of ohangesbeillg rung oi! lhem."
The next day's Exeto and Pl)'mouth Gazettegave
an accountof whal had takel plac€:
CTTANGE
ruNQNG IN ZXZTER
Several huhdred people assembledin the Cathedral
Closeyeslerday at noon to listen to the petformahce
oJ a select party of the College Youths on he
Cathedral bells, vhich ha,re beet pronounced by a
high authorily (the Rey Mr Ellacombe) to be
"sxrpassedb! tmne in lhe kingdom, eilher in weighl
ofmelal or richnessoftone". Amongsl lhe erpectant
audiehcein the Close were ringersfroth the diferent
parishesof the city ahdfom illages rnilesarcund.
ll wasfiahifest, immedialelyon .ommencementof
thelirst peal that there was sornethihgwrcng; and on
enquiry it trds leamt that the apparalas connected
with the larger bells was in such d condition thal il
\,as almost impossibleto ring scientilic chahgesupon
lhem.. . A letter from Mr Troyte, vho has taken the
utmosl inleresl in the improremeht of bell-rixging,
and is at the head of the Wrty, afords some
expldnationas to thewanl of success...
.
TO THE ED]TOR
"Sir, Wefeel that we owe an apolog) to all penons
ihterestedin the matter of the ringihg o/'the Cathedral
bells, and we are ready to cohfessthat, owing lo our
having been oyer sang ine, a great disaryoihthehl
has beengiyen. In j stice to ounebes, however,we
sha feel obliged if you will allov the following
etplanotion lo appearin your Wper.
"About three mohthssince, we obtaihed the lea.re
of the Dean and Chapter to examinethe bells as to
their litness for Change Ringihg. We ascendedthe
tower immediatelt after the set ofringers employedby
the Cathedral authorilies had been ringing .. We
lried all the large bells with thefollowing results: The
lenor l,taspulled up (six ofus) anll when up, two ofus
with easecould ring her. Thenihth rre pxlled up, ahd
found lhat one of ut could ring her with ease. The
eighth and seyenthve also t ed, abd found theth to
go so vell lhal ah, ofoxr parE could ling lhem with
ease: ix fact all these bells went better than the
atetuge of bells in Lohdoh....
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''We t ish to ake no ifnputations,or accusatons'
but merely 1osay thdt if atry tricks ha|e beenpldyed
\|ith the bells, ve hope the persons \rho played them
enjoy lhe disapPoinhnenloJ the numerouspersorts
vrhoassembledto hear lhe nging of someof the besl
ngers in England, as much as vle regrel it; and we
beg to remain Sir,yo r obedienlsen'onl\,
ChasA W Troyte.
Willidm Ban tisler
Memben of the Societ! ofcollege Youths,Londan
Exeter.Aug )8, 1869."

"x

,
:,:

CAW TRO|TE&REv H T ltt LLCO\|BL/AS(-lLtbtd't)
whal happenedwas undoubledl! saboiage Tle local
ringers were tited of the ranting of Ellacombe: $ey
loved roundsand call chatges.ai a.nthe\ had perfected. They were determinedto maintarn|he statusquo;
'scientific' was not the war fonr ard and the) '*ould
showthe Lo[doneA ho\nhea\f bells shouldbe rung
Ho1l did they achiere the sabolage? I offer a
solution based on what happenedrn a Birmhglam
towerasrelatedto me b-vthelaleJ Freil Smallwood.
The Birmingharn$orthiesol tIe dal had become
tired of the boaslingof Jn n\ Georgewho had set
himselfup as the greateJlenorringcr e!er. It was a
regularpractic€nilit lthe nameof the towel escapes
me) aad Jimmy George had arnounced ln advance
that he would be ane ding to show ihem what good
tenor ringing * asall about Beforeth€ pmcticeone of
the locals had gone up ard put somespirits ofturpen_
tine in the piain beanngsof the tsnor and then waited.
Sure enougtr \ir George arrived boasting of ltis
Iatestconquestand. wlthout asking grabbedthe tel1or
for the first louch. Of couse the teoor went like a
fiddle tor a les mornentsand tieo, as the rurpenline
begarr to take effect, Jimmy Ceorge was in big
trouble he was soonon his kneeswith his eyescast
towards the heavens,much to the amusementof the
other ringers prcsent. The bells were stood up, or at
leastsevenof them were but ihe tenor took sometime
to set- The humiliation of James George was
completei he gabbed his jacke! stonned out of the
lo\ er andwasneverseenon ptaclicenlghlagain.
As a parting shot to fte fateful fiip to Exeter, the
following tetter signed'A CollegeYouth' appearedin
theE eterand PlymouthGd;erleofAugust28, 1869:
"Sir, you ha|e ohilted lo notice....lhe beautiful
nging which look place dt Sl John's on lhe erening
of the 19th inst, afier theparty ofcollege youthshad
Jinisheddt St Sidwel's. Theyverc invitedto gotoSl

Johfi's, atuJlhere the dislincl and evenslriking of lhe
bells eliciled lhe cohliqued approbatiott of lhe
crowdedlistehersassembledto hear them..
"I|e hope theseexampleltteill slir up youttg Exeter
to sttdy and get into the way of half-pu scientifrc
change nging, scouting call changesahd all such
sortsof ups and dolensahd rouhds and rounds,which
trub deseNe the na e git)ento lhem by dll proper
ingers, t'iz 'church-yarclbob andp lle!-hawlikg'. "
Haworth's flotebook also contains the following
recordof what can happento a long lengthattempt:
COLLEGE YOUTHS' SOCIETY
o Easter Monday, AprI 5 1858,a peal of Steiman
(:inques,8551chonges,tns altemptedat St Sariour's
So.,thwark Tenor 52 oat. Bul afler ringing 6 hours
l0 hinutes, the person b nging lhe candle! caused
theparty to gel ou| Nearly 8000 changeswas rung.
It vds to beat lhe 8118 Slednan (:inq es rung al
Poinstvick lt rir''sdone laler al Sl Michael's Comhill.
Let's hope the long length attemptfor 12,675
StedmanCinques at Southwark on May 25th 1998
doesnot encounterany pe$ons bringing the candles!
Jtm lhlhPt

MISSING PROPERTY
It is sadto haveto report that someitems of property
have gone missing fiom the Society's Lib.ary,
including the following:
'. MaltheR A Woodt F3l book Olaot cov6, €x.lose-boor ste,
inclndn-chrJ lan Ptal smducled by Alben A Hushes)
Bctli6 & Rrnsdr by Rct H T llkoonbe (aulh{tr.slibs4 plale on
,nsidclionr.orer, *iln Ell*onbe aftcrcdlo Elleombe)
l'$r6d sho*nE the old 12 Ro! bslls al dre foundry, the Iidnl ll
arc on rodlen h*Jstels md lne lenor on d l,rge noopcdtron had.slock
- 2 plmphleL oi dc trc* Guett 12!t Bos, in exeldi cddrllon
- 2 lIoled iNLr.rpals nng onBos bells
-. Pnotographol ll nnsds ar Boq (a simlf photolpFren in drc 1996
Chnsr.%sdlidm ollhe Rng,ngwrld)
flro!,sEph of 4 flngeF at B.R, rm.v.d lrom ou photoerad albm
ol Lnulool CalhedEl
ilushes d 1he rtlL
-. Phoroatuphol ]|{
illslads *€re nadd ndn dnspholo. *ehal€ct,Piesof drcp.stoad bul
the mgituL photo hasgonel
- Sd\icc lIoSranme lbr the d.dahor of live.pool ca$dlial b.lls n
l9i I p1NFlc fm.s !.tB$ron a.d
old sepia phologra$ of Sl Gles cnpplcgarc, fdn I R Hasordf!
'. I sepiarDstcardsof Soulnwrt Carhednl Lenorbell
rele J n' a
- Dborosoph."l sr Bndc. .D'reblm liom d urul
cmndon ol lhr l{el.r's burlo.rs qhoibrr d. n rlo o.cr rhe te{
door at de boltm of oE spiE: this photo is on uusulll thin ptpff. 6,
-.
-

lholo of SrGiles cnpptearc. sane poperatd size
Pholognph ol Y@h Misto sbotring old oN parked n liont, sme

- Phdtoof Canpanneof InrEndt Insttute
- Rnses R!16 ofllutshm, md orhd Ringds Rulcs. sne on yellor
coloued palEr, sme Soingt{ck lo the L?00s
.. ReFotls llslonal C.il{tim:
BcU CatalogE t! subjed 1,\m ttde.
md cmpnology Col€olion bJ_auGor, bodr boud n ! single cloar
'. Semoe rrosElljfu lor mdiaSe olPtr@ chdnes and ljdy Dun! aL
St Paul's. grvs by w T cook
- Postcardof the bdd wno €4 the r@otd lensd of 1802t Stetursn
Cald ot louelbo.ough AFil l2li 1909
.' vriou
pctcards of bells atul 6€ lo*es. ad&essed lo ,^ R
Mao<truld dr -A Maoloald, or lrm hin add.€scd to A A HuSlresat
Wlxt€clDpel B€UFo@dy

If a[yone knows the whereaboutsof any of lhese
items,would they please1etthe Societyknow.
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ANCIENT SOCIETYOF COLLEGEYOUTHS
PRACTICESCHEDULf,,,RNMAINDER1998
Plsse check for eny change3via Nolicc ofPlrciic.s givcn at Busings
Meetings, and in aheninging Wo d for thc lrst Fridey of erch month.
B = StMaryle-Bow,Cheapside
C = St Michael's,Comhill
G = St GilesCripplegat€

N = St SepulckewithoutNewgate
P = St Paul'sCathedral
S = Southwa* Cath€dral

Tuesdays6.30-8 pm. ( ) SpecialFactic€. ** BusinessMeeting8.30 pm.
BusircssMeetingvenueand pub venueafter all practicesexc@t Southrr€rk:
The Old Dr Buder's Head,MasoN Avenue,EC2 (iust eastofth6 Guildhal).

May
Jun

J|n
Aug
sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

5: B
2:P
7:N
4:G
1:C
6: P
3: C
1: N

12: P (C)r"l
9: C (B )"
14:B (P )*,'
ll:N(B ).'
8: G (P )**
13:C (c)**
10:N(C)**
8: G(N)*'

19:G
16: P
21. P
18:P
1 5 :N
20:P
l1t P
l5 : C

261N
23 S
28 c
25. B
2 2 :B
27. s
24: S
2 2 :P

PEAL FEES
The Society's PealBooking
Fee is !!l!0 pet member
taking part in a peal. The
fee duq togethsrwith details
of the peal and compositioq
shouldbesml to the Secretary
or the Trcasurerwirhin two
Monthsofihe pegl.Advanc€
of Societypealsfu welcome,
eitheri'l persor at meetings
or in writing asbelow.

30:G
Addr€ss for Sociefy
CorrespoDdence:

29:S
29: B

Antony R Kenah
Secretrry, ASCY
40D Cornwall Gdns
London SW7 4AA

OTHER 1998DIARY DATES
Every Simday
EverySUDexcAug
Sat6 June
Satl9 September
Wed 23 September
Sat 7 Novenber

0930-1000Servic€Ringiq St ciles Cripplegate
I 155-i 215 ServiceRingingSt Michael'sComhill
Counky Meeting,Maichestet
SocietyPealDay
EveningPracticeat WinchesterCathedral
361stAnniversey Dinner

T€10171937 9s59
Fax 017193E,17E6
Dmail:
ark@globslnetco.uk

SOCIETY OFF'ICERS1997/98

MEMBERSHIP PROPOSALS

Master
Secletary
Tr€asur€r
SeniorSteword
Junior Steward
Librariaa
Truste€s

Proposalsof new membersare weloomed ftom
any menber, either in personat a BusinessMeeting or by lefter to the Secletary. Electiotu take
placeat the slbsequentmeeting, one month after
proposal. Candidatesard theu proposersare encouragedto be presentat their electionmeetingif
possible. Themembershipfee is cunently !29,
payableto 'ASCY' via the Secrerary.

P QuentinArmitage
Antony R Kench
AndrewN Stubbs
JohnI White
Paul L Cadess
A JarnesPhillips
Philip A F Chalk
Alr CdreJohn S MasonCBE

TOWER SECRETARIES
Contactsfor the fiv€ towds for which the Societvannuallv
eleclsTower Secrelariesand Sreeple-keepers
are:

MISSING YOUTHS

This Newslelterhasbeensentto the 950 members
of the Socieq7for whom we curr€ntlyhavean upto-dateaddress,but we los€ contact with one or
St Maryle Bow: Mark R€gaq 39A Ros€beryRoad,
eachyearaspeoplemovg andwe know there are
LondonNlO 2LE. Telephone
0l8l 4445521.
in any casesomomore still to find.
St Michscl's Combill: QuentinArmitage,8 PaddocksClose,
Many thanksto those who have kindly been
Ashtead,SuneyKT2l 2RA. Telephone
01372276653.
sendingin addrcssesof memberswho have rlot
St Gil€sCripplegs.e.PaulMounsey.49 King Streeq
beenreceivingthe Newsletter; your help is much
RoystoqHertsSG89AZ. Telephorc01763244637.
appreciated.
St Lawrence Jewryi David Bavsrstocb 4 SidneyHouse,
Ifyou l ow oq or hearo{ any mernberswho
Old FordRoa4 LondonE2 9QB. Tel€phone018l980 0065. havenot received this Newsletter,please let the
St S€pulchre: Nigel Thomso4 62 BoddingtonGrovg
Sec.etaryl-now the addresses
andthey'llbe added
WaUingtor.SurreySM6 8LD- Telephone
01816699370.
to the mailins list for this aad futr.fe editions.

