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At the end of last year the ASCY Bell Fund received a massive boost of 
£19,000 from St Sepulchre without Newgate.  
 
Now members plan to reinvest some of that windfall by giving the bells 
a spring spruce – the first since they were augmented and rehung in 
1984. 
 
The money was from the church’s bell fund, given to the ASCY along 
with future income from peal fees and donations, in return for the soci-
ety taking responsibility for the day to day maintenance of the ring – the 
same arrangement as exists with other society towers St Giles, Cripple-
gate and St Michael’s, Cornhill. 
 
As part of the bell fund, that money is available for use on any bells the 
ASCY decides—not just ringfenced to St Sepulchre. 

 
Now a routine maintenance inspection has suggested that, whilst 
generally in a good state, a couple of clappers need rebushing. 
Whites also suggested investigating some apparent grease seepage 
from the gudgeons on a number of the back bells. 
 
At their April meeting the Society agreed to spend up to £6,742 on 
new ropes, clapper rebushing and further investigations regarding 
the gudgeons. 
 

The church has a long association with the ASCY – in 1690 the College Youths rang the 
first ever touches of Grandsire Triples on the bells and completed the first ever peal of 
5040 changes (Plain Bob Triples). 
 
The bells were periodically rehung, some recast, 
and augmented over the years until they fell into dis-
use around the Second World War, and remained 
untouched for 40 years. 
 
The tower was cleaned up by ASCY members and 
the 10 bells brought back into use in 1979. They 
were subsequebtly rehung in 1985 with 2 new treb-
les and a recast 4th by Whitechapel Foundry. 

ASCY to pay the bells of Old Bailey 

3rd and 6th bells in the upper tier 

Seeping grease - 
to be investigated. 
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Among those remembered in the obituaries col-
umn this year is John Jelley, who rang a total 

of 3,051 peals during his ringing career - includ-
ing the 40,320 at Loughborough some 50 years 
ago.  
 
He started life as an excellent heavy-bell-ringer, 
though an operation in the 70s to remove an 
ingrowing hair from his spinal cord, which had 
caused him to collapse during a peal attempt, 
subsequently restricted his back-end ringing 
activities. 
 
A seasoned traveller who had rung across the 
globe as well as up and down the country, he 
was a composer, conducted 986 of his peals, 
rang 1740 on handbells  (conducted 568) and 
rang 161 of them for the ASCY during his 60 
years of membership. 
 
C Michael Orme started ringing at Hitchin, treb-
ling to his first peal a year later. He rang his last 
peal in 2017 – a family event to mark his 80th 
birthday. 
 
His ringing career spread from Hertfordshire to 
Bedford and then to Worcester from where he 
joined the Birmingham peal band, with St 
Philip’s becoming his leading peal tower. 
 
He joined the ASCY in 2001 and rang 15 peals 
for the society. In 2008 he turned in Ambleside 
tenor to Cambridge Major and in 2014 (aged 
77) rang 34 peals in total. 
 
His final ringing accolade was ringing Maccles-
field tenor to a quarter only 2 weeks before his 

death from Leukaemia aged 81. 
 
Chris Johnson was a native of Blackpool who 

learned to ring at Accrington – his leading 
tower. He made his real mark as an influential 
and significant member of the Cambridge Uni-
versity Guild. 
 
A nuclear physicist, he became bursar of Sel-
wyn and later St John’s College. He joined the 
CYs in 1953 and rang 15 ASCY peals, including 
at St Pauls in 1980 when they were one a year. 
 
A former secretary and master of CUG he suc-
ceeded Bill Ridgman as president in 1989 until 
2006. Shortly before he stood down he rang in 
the 50th anniversary peal of the CUG's first 
tower-bell peal on 12, the sole member of the 
original band to do so.  
 
Lawrence Ensor was not a particularly prolific 
peal ringer with only 3 of his total 38 rung for the 
ASCY. However, he will be remembered for a 
different contribution to the society . 
 
Having learned to ring at Goring by Sea, it was 
while at Havant Grammar School that a coin-
collecting friend showed him a coin with a bell 
on it in a catalogue. His father Harold, an ASCY 
member, recognised it as one of the 1837 me-
dallions awarded to ringers by Richard Mills and 
bought it.  
 
That medallion, later donated to the society, 
was used alongside another in their possession 
to make the stewards’ badges, first worn in 
1987.  

Members Remembered 

Business as Usual 
 
Michael Moreton, one of our older  members 

getting down to business at a meeting. . . 
 

. . . and our youngest, Alfie Pipe, receives his 
membership certificate from the Master on his 

election. 

Alan Regin was invited to address the August 
Meeting to remember Bertram Prewett who per-
ished in the Great War in 1918. Bertam was one of 
the finest ringers of his time (and perhaps ever) 
and inspired Alan to embark on his  research into 
ringers who died in that War. He brought with him 

Prewett's peal books.  
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Master’s Message 
I took the chair in November feeling a cocktail of emotions. I was soon encouraged by the warmth 
of those in the room and have since been overwhelmed by the support I’ve received from so 
many officers and members.  
 
Nothing we do would be a success without the passion and enthusiasm of 
our members and it’s been a pleasure to see this first-hand since joining top 
table. I look forward to seeing many of you at events over the next few 
months.  
 
It’s a real privilege to run Tuesday-night practices each week and I’m 
pleased with the standard of ringing achieved. To help focus on quality I’ve 
avoided introducing new methods into our repertoire so far: we ring touches 
ranging from Stedman Cinques and Bristol Maximus through to spliced. 
Please do join us if you’re in or near London on a Tuesday evening.  
 
Work on the bells at St Paul’s is now nearing completion and we met there in March for our first 
ordinary practice in over a year. Most of our visits this year are special practices on meeting 
nights while final tweaks are made to the installation. I’ve been pleased to take advantage of this 
by giving regular attendees the opportunity to attempt quarters on this rewarding but challenging 
ring.  
 
Our last World War One casualty died on 25th January 1919 and was buried in Wandsworth 
(Earlsfield) Cemetery. We marked the anniversary by ringing a peal at Holy Trinity, Wandsworth. 
We have remembered fallen members at our business meetings and through commemorative 
peals, maintaining a poignant connection to the society’s past.  
 
We opened our National 12-bell Striking Contest campaign by hosting an eliminator at St Mary-le-
Bow, winning with a healthy margin. We’ll certainly be challenging for the top places at the final, 
and perhaps a fair wind will see us to victory once more. Whatever happens on the day I’ll be 
grateful to the band for their hard work practising for the competition.  
 
Fifty members met in Sheffield over the Early May bank holiday for a society peal weekend. Local 
ringers, familiar faces from Tuesday nights, and others from across the country gathered to at-
tempt peals ranging from Surprise Major to Spliced Maximus, scoring eight out of ten attempts. 
I’m immensely grateful for all who made the weekend a success whether by organising social 
events, calling peals, giving lifts, or turning up and ringing!  
 
The next event in the calendar is our Country Meeting in Bristol on 13th July. A dinner at Bristol 
Zoo provides plenty of opportunity for animal-related puns, but with no speeches on the pro-
gramme I’ll have to hold my horses. Thanks to Ian Hill and Matt Dawson for their work arranging 
this festival of ringing and socialising.  
 
Our annual peal weekend falls on 21st – 22nd September; please consider organising attempts in 
your local area. The Senior Steward is looking forward to providing a matchmaking service for the 
weekend. Perhaps you’re a ringer looking for a rope? Are you an organiser in need of another 
ringer? Swaz can help! The weekend is a great opportunity to involve new members so do en-
courage them to join in. 
 
Thanks to all for what you do for the society: for practices, for peals, for dinners and trips to the 
pub, for your membership and for proposing new members. I look forward to seeing you at an 
event soon. 
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The Financial Summary: 
Graham Firman—Treasurer 

Bell Restoration Fund 
 

At the end of 2018 our Bell Restora-
tion Fund received over £19,000 from 
the church of St Sepulchre, Newgate, 
as we took control of its bell fund and 
responsibility for day to day mainte-
nance. 
 

Significantly, the money transferred 
can be used for bell work at any of the 
churches where we have an interest, 
not just at St Sepulchre.  
 

Our Bell Fund now stands at over 
£66,000. Of this £30,000 is promised 
to St Paul’s Cathedral. We need, of 
course, to ensure we retain sufficient 
funds for the routine maintenance at 
the three churches where we have re-
sponsibility, but the additional money 
from St Sepulchre does provide us 
with a greater opportunity to make 
grants in the future. 
 

General Fund 
 

We experienced a small loss in 2018. 
Although some costs increased, the 
loss was mainly due to reduced in-
come from new member fees, steeple-
age and donations towards the pro-
duction of the newsletter.  
 

Annual costs can be predicted fairly 
accurately (about £3,000 excluding 
peal fees), whereas our income can 
be much more variable. A General 
Fund surplus in recent years has built 
up a capital of nearly £8,000 so our 
loss is not significant, but would not be 
sustainable on a regular basis. 
 
The newsletter is a major expense, but 
in 2018 donations towards its cost 
were £450 lower than the cost of print-
ing and postage. We are very grateful 
to all members who make a contribu-
tion. If you receive the newsletter by 
post, and cannot consider switching to  

Finally, my thanks go to all those who pay new 
member and peal fees promptly.  

Return of the bells to St Paul’s Cathedral 

At 89, and approaching 75 years’ membership, Don Price 
still rings regularly just outside Southwold. 
 

Having learned at Hatfield, and progressed to St Alban’s, 
a job at a city drawing office took him to London, where 
he would work weekends just to join the London ringing 
scene. Many towers were desperately short of ringers 
during the war. 
 

“I didn’t really know they were CYs – 
the people I rang with,” he reflects, 
though he was soon invited to a meet-
ing and proposed for election. He re-
calls that before joining the Army him-
self, many towers did not ring – the 
bells stored on the floor for safekeep-
ing – but whenever he heard bells 
ringing he went along in case. 
 

His memory’s vague about which towers he frequented: 
“All those that didn’t want us I think.” he jokes. St Clement 
Danes, perhaps St Paul’s. . .  but only once or twice: “You 
had to be really good before they would even let you in 
the door!” 
 

While apparently convinced his ASCY nomination was 
due to scarcity of ringers, his peal books show regular, 
even if not prolific, society peals scattered through his 
900+ records - mainly at St Mary-le-Tower, Great Yar-
mouth, Grundisburgh and Bury St Edmunds. His wife 
Helen, who he met in a ringing chamber, also still rings, 
celebrating her 90th birthday recently with a quarter peal. 

Down Memory Lane with Don Price 

an electronic 
copy, please 
make a    
donation to 
ensure we 
can continue 
to send    
paper copies 
to those who 
need them. 
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Bells are not the only thing synonymous with 
church towers . . . so are clocks. 
 
And many a steeple keeper can confirm as 
much care and attention needs to be lavished 
on their mechanisms as with bells. Likewise, 
the specialist engineering involved spans not 
just decades but centuries, and one company 
who may well have worked alongside you in 
your towers is Cumbria Clocks. 
 
Based in a characterful farm-like complex, in 
‘the middle of no-where’, the only give-away 
that something more magical is at work inside 
is the imposing and rather out of character ‘farmyard’ clock. 
 
Inside, in the space of a few strides, you can cross from the shiny steel workshops of precision 
modern mechanism manufacture to a mass of rusty metal and rotten wood, where the team focus 
on restoring rather than replacing ancient clockwork. 
 
In this workshop time really is of the essence. Restoration is a lengthy process and the team have 
found that washing soda solution works wonders on rusty metal work in an electrolyte bath. The 
corroded and flaky iron mechanisms, given enough hours, can be transformed back into a solid 
state, substantial enough to be re-used. Acetone and resin applied to ancient softened and crum-
bling wood sets, forming a solid enough framework to be retained. 

 
Another room houses a collection of intricate numerals, 
hands and other metal work, some painted, some still 
gilded, many as individual as thumbprints if you know what 
you are looking for. 
 
And it is very much a labour of love. Several clocks with 
interesting features or histories have made it to the work-
shops for their retirement – floors built around weights and 
pendulums so they pass their time now in the workshop. 

 
But it is the modern technology that will drive the next project at St Mary-le-Bow— replacing the 
ageing mechanism of the carillon. Modern technology allows for lots of different tunes to be avail-
able via a new mechanism, and added into the mix will be two specially commissioned pieces of 
method ringing: a touch of Stedman Cinques composed by David House and a contemporary 
composition of modern spliced maximus composed by Rob Lee. There may even be considera-
tion to linking the famous Bow Bells in to the organ, but this has yet to be decided. 
 
Cumbria clocks as a company may not be huge, but 
their impact is massive. They still train members of the 
team in ancient crafts as well as cutting edge engineer-
ing, and amongst the famous faces they have helped 
keep ticking are the clocks at Manchester, Hereford and 
Worcester cathedrals, Leeds and Manchester town 
halls, the astrological clock at Salisbury Cathedral, 
those at the Liverpool Liver Building, Hampton Court 
Palace and even the iconic Big Ben.  

Regilding the clock hands of St Mary at Bow 

Cumbria Clock’s Keith Scobie-Youngs—with work in progress 

Restoring the ravages of time . . . 
& engineering the future 
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The last year in pictures.  

St Mary-le-Bow hosted one 
of the 3 eliminator rounds 
for the 2019 competition.  
 
The 10 teams in the final in 
June are: ASCY; Birmingham; Bristol; Cambridge; 
Exeter; Leeds;  Melbourne; Oxford; SRCY; St Paul’s 
Cathedral. 

The Society went west for the 
2018 country meeting – 
sampling once again the hos-
pitality of Welsh members 
and friends, with a weekend 
of events centred around 
Cardiff. 
 
The event began with two 
days of peal attempts, 11 of 
which were successful—at 
Abergavenny, Blaenavon,  

Caerphilly, Chepstow, Ebbw Vale, Llandaff, Merthyr Tydfil, Newport, 

 Pentre, Pontypridd and Usk - and losing just the one attempt, at Bassaleg. Around 70 
members attended the afternoon meeting, welcomed in Welsh and English by Matthew 

Turner, Master of the Llandaff and Monmouth Association. 

The dinner took place in the members' hospitality suite at Glamorgan County Cricket 
Ground in Sophia Gardens, which is now a 16,000 seat stadium and an established 
venue for international cricket, with Ashes matches in 2009 and 2015. 

 
The following 
morning Llandaff 
and St Woolos' 
Cathedrals and 
St. John's, Car-
diff, all welcomed 
those ASCY 
members recov-
ered enough for 
their morning  
service ringing. 

Welcome to Cardiff 

The Parkrun team 
Drinks before dinner 

Cambridge hosted the national 
12-bell final in 2018. The 
ASCY team came 3rd  to . . .  
Birmingham and Cambridge. 
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The Out-of-Town meeting 

was held at St Alban’s. 

Guildford hosted - and 
won - the Master’s  
Challenge ringing on 

6, 8, 10 &12. 

Three teams took part, with 
test pieces Bristol S Maximus,  
a previously unseen touch of 
Stedman Caters, a previously 
undisclosed Surprise Major 
method and a touch of       
Surprise Minor—including 
raising and lowering in peal. 
 

Among them were 8 ringers with more than 60 years’ membership who shared wine with 
the Master, including senior past Master Michael Moreton and most senior member 
Gwilym Salmon – elected in 1954. 
 
Rosemary Moreton, Succentor at St Paul's, responded to the master's toast to the church 
and Mike Clay proposed the toast to the Society. 
 
The handbell touch, conducted by Paul Mounsey after slightly less than melodious initial 
rounds and once the correct bells were secured, comprised 164 changes of Cassington 
Little Bob, Ariel, Bristol and Asaph Hall. 

60 Year Members. Left to right: Eric Hitchins,  
Robin Leale, Michael Moreton, Alan Frost, Chris Kippin, 

Robin Heppenstall, Giles Galley, Gwilym Salmon. 

The 2018  
Anniversary Dinner 
saw 340 members 

The Informal Dinner at 

Bangers in London was 

attended by 40 members 

and guests. 

This social gathering  

takes place on the 2nd  

Friday in March— the  

13th in 2020. All welcome. 

                       and guests gathering once 

again at the Grange St Paul’s, in London. 
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Julian O Howes of Frampton Mansell 
Tim D Hollinghurst of Whitton 
Harriet Moncrieff of Penmark 
Matt Thewsey of Shiplake 
Ben Kellett of Malpas 
Jonathan Townsend of Lichfield 

Sam Brook of Deane 
Thomas R Sherwood of Tilehurst. 
Sophie L Martin of Abingdon 
Steven Worbey of Edinburgh 
David F Perkins of Southwark 
Rebecca J Harrison of Hatherleigh 

NEW MEMBERS 

The following were elected and welcomed as new members in the year to November 2018: 

OBITUARIES 

We paid tribute to the following members at society business meetings in the year to November 

2018: 

John K Smith, Gloucester, elected 1967 
A James Phillips, Canterbury, elected 1952 
Graham W. Elmes, Wareham, elected 1968 
Ted Copson, Wellesborne, elected 1982 
Cyril C Deem, Exmouth, elected 1953 
Robert W Hinde, Meopham, elected 1958 
Alex Marsh, Drighington, elected 1970 
Martin G Powell, Droitwich, elected 1984 
James R Taylor, Backwell, elected 1959 
Keith W Scudamore, Bristol, elected 1973 
Stanley M Ruddlesden, Long Buckby, elected 1982 
John D Keates, Haddenham, elected 2004 
John P Partington, Heywood, elected 1958 
Donald L Mills, Bures, elected 1956 
Derek Beaufoy, South Petherton, elected 1963 

Charlie Truman, Whittlebury, elected 1959 
David Cubitt, Norwich, elected 1959 
David Wilson, Ringwood, elected 1968 
Richard J Bowden, Westbury-on-Trym, elected 1952 
Robert Wirth, Brisbane, elected 2009 
Stranley Grisdale, Keswick, elected 1950 
Lawrence F Ensor, Portsmouth, elected 1976 
John M Jelley, Barrow-upon-Soar, elected 1958 * 
Owen C R Webster, Rolvenden, elected 1980 
F Paul Lewis, Staplehurst, elected 1985 
C Michael Orme, Congleton, elected 2001 
Herbert T Ferris, Westerleigh, elected 1970 
Peter T Hurcombe, Hurstpierpoint, elected 1959 
Stephen J Bateman, Bristol, elected 1987 

* Having just achieved 60 years’ membership 

MILESTONES 

We congratulate the following members who celebrated 50 years’ membership during 2018:  

Andrew Howard 
Philip M Park 
Alan F Scholfield 
Gordon W Land 
Andrew W R Wilby 
Christopher J Venn 
Malcolm Barden 
A Stephen Taylor 
Richard F Prime 

Christopher Forster 
David W James 
Richard S Dirksen 
Frederick E Jones 
Ernest T Carvell 
Rev Michael Hart 
Peter D Sell 
Peter M Adcock 
Alan McFall 

Desmond P Mortlock 
Ian D Thompson 
Timothy F Collins 
William T Perrins 
Stephen R Munday 
Roger A Gage 
Graham K Austin 

John C Basher 
A Robin Heppenstall 
Herbert W Woolven 
H Michael Williamson 
William S Deason 
David A S Hawkins 
Keith Prime 
Peter J Richards 
Bryan Pattison 

Colin Reeves 
Rev Giles C Galley 
John L Hayns 
Eric J Hitchins 
Derek Butterworth 
John G Pusey 
Dermot J Roaf 
James T Rooke  
 

 
Anthony W J Appleton 
George Davis 
John W Stephenson 
Michael V Chilcott 
Richard E Price 
Raymond J Thain 
Charles E Taylor 

Members who celebrated 60 years’ membership in 2018 were: 

Members who celebrated 70 
years’ membership in 2018 

were: 
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Forthcoming events continued  over page . . . 

Events this summer focus on Bristol, with a trail of peals for Thursday and Friday en-route 
across Somerset. 
 
Full details of towers have yet to be confirmed and bands will be organised, as usual, by 
the Junior Steward so if you would like to be included, get 
in touch. (junior.steward@ascy.org.uk). 
  
Saturday’s programme will follow the usual pattern of 
open morning ringing, lunch, more open ringing, followed 
by the business meeting and time to smarten up for din-
ner. Details of venues and times will 
be posted on the Society website 
when finalised. 
 
The Clifton Pavillion at Bristol Zoo is 
the venue for the dinner - 6pm for 
7pm. We will have access to the zoo 
during drinks.  

Forthcoming Events 
Bristol Country Meeting 2019—Saturday 13th July 

The dinner menu is: 
 
 British chicken liver parfait 
 vegetarian: Zatar roasted 

butternut squash 
 
 Pork belly  
 vegetarian: Red lentil & 

aubergine moussaka 
 
 Cornish berry mess 

The cost of the dinner is £44 per person. Please 

notify names and any special dietary requirements 

to the secretary, Simon Meyer, 

secretary@ascy.org.uk.  

National 12-bell Final 

Saturday 22nd June 

 
The ASCY team will be one of 10 
competing at Exeter, ringing a touch 
of Stedman Cinques– different to that 
rung for the  qualifiers in March. 
 
There will be plenty of beer and op-
portunities to catch up with old 
friends, make new ones and listen to 
some good ringing. 
  
 

Out Of Town 
Tuesday 3rd September 

 
Great St Mary’s, Cambridge, 7-8.30pm.  

All welcome. 

Peal Day (weekend) -  

21st / 22nd September 

An excuse for lots of society peals to be organ-
ised locally—but if you would like to ring in one 
and do not know of anything happening 
nearby—contact the Senior Steward who may 
be able to put you in touch with organisers still 

looking for ringers. 

Senior.steward@ascy.org.uk 
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382nd Anniversary Dinner  
- Saturday 2nd November 

 
The Anniversary Dinner will once again be held in 
the Grange St Paul’s Hotel, 10 Godliman Street, 
London, EC4V 5AJ. 
 
Tickets are available at £70.00 per person. The   
dinner is open to members and guests over 14 
years of age. Dress: Lounge Suit. 
 
Please notify the secretary of numbers/ names for 
your booking and of any seating requests or special 
dietary requirements. Members are welcome to    
arrange their own tables of 10.  
 
Payment should be made at the time of booking. If 
you wish to receive printed tickets please send an 
SAE to the secretary at Meadow Cottage, Coolham 
Road, Shipley, West Sussex, RH13 8PA, confirming 
your booking and payment. 

Payments to the Society for all 
dinner tickets, newsletter       
contributions etc should be 
made ...  
 
preferably, by bank transfer as 
follows: 

 
Bank: HSBC 
Sort code: 40-02-44  
Account: ASCY  
Account No: 82104652 

 
or by cheque made payable to 
the ‘Ancient Society of College 
Youths’. 
 
Please indicate what you are 
paying for as ‘reference’, 
 eg ‘2 x country mtg plus 2 x 

anniversary dinner’ 

We have negotiated a 10% discount for pre-orders of wine. The form will be loaded on 
the website at http://www.ascy.org.uk/act_dinner.php and bookings should be made     
direct with The Grange. 

 
The Grange St Paul’s is offering a limited number of executive double rooms at the 
special price of £170 +VAT (Friday and Saturday night only and English breakfast 

included), for those who do not wish to travel on the day. Members wishing to book these 
should  contact the hotel directly (0207 074 1000) and quote reference ‘CSP1826750’. 
 
Peals are often arranged on the Friday evening and Saturday morning (and occasionally, 
but rarely successfully, on the Sunday); please contact the senior steward if you are      
interested. 
 
The drinking venue on the Friday evening will be the upper room at The Olde Watling, 
Watling Street near St Mary-le-Bow & on the Saturday lunchtime at The Rising Sun, 
Carter Lane, behind The Grange St Paul’s hotel. 

Anniversary dinner 2018. 

http://www.ascy.org.uk/act_dinner.php
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PRACTICE SCHEDULE 2019 
 

The practice schedule is posted on the Society’s website. 
Access to a Google calendar with society dates is also 
available on application to the Secretary. 
 
Business meetings take place after the practice on the 
second Tuesday of each month. The normal venue for 
Business Meetings is The Counting House, 50 Cornhill, 
London EC3.  
 

SOCIETY OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS 2018/9 
 

Master Leigh D G Simpson 
Secretary Simon S Meyer 
Treasurer  Graham G Firman 
Senior Steward Susan L Apter 
Junior Steward Ryan S Noble 
Librarian Dickon R Love 
Trustees Paul N Mounsey 
 Robert C Kippin 
Peal Recorder Richard I Allton 
Webmaster Robert W Lee  
 

TOWER SECRETARIES 

 

St Giles Cripplegate: Chris Rimmer. Tel 07884 317504 
E-mail: chrisrimmer11@gmail.com 
 

St Lawrence Jewry: Jillian Parker 
E-mail: jewry@ascy.org.uk 
 

St Magnus the Martyr: Dickon Love, 10 Wharton Road, 
Bromley, Kent BR1 3LF. Tel 020 8466 1953 
E-mail: dickon@lovesguide.com 
 

St Sepulchre: James J Watkins 
Tel: 07920 853967 
E-mail: jwonlineuk@googlemail.com 
 

St Michael’s Cornhill: Tony Kench, 75 Little Britain Apt 
51, London EC1A 7BT. Tel 020 7796 2656 
E-mail: tony.kench@btinternet.com 
 

ASCY ON THE WEB 
 

The society’s web site is at www.ascy.org.uk. The web site 
contains regular updates on society activities, pictures  
of society events, contact details for members, society 
peals and much more information.  
 

PEAL FEES 
 

Peal fees (£1.50 per rope) and details should be for-
warded to the Treasurer within 2 months. Advance notice 
of peal attempts is given at society meetings if advised in 
time. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Please send to the Secretary, Simon S Meyer, Meadow 
Cottage, Coolham Road, Shipley, West Sussex, RH13 
8PA; Tel 01403 741131; e-mail: secretary@ascy.org.uk. 
Items for the web site should be e-mailed to Rob Lee 
(webmaster@ascy.org.uk). 
 

SOCIETY E-MAIL NEWS SERVICE 
 
The Society maintains an e-mail news service, which is 
free to members. Subscription is via the web site. Mem-
bers are encouraged to subscribe to the e-group and to 
provide their e-mail address for inclusion on the (hopefully 
spam-proof) web site list. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER FINANCE 
 

This Newsletter depends heavily on financial support from 
members. Postal and printing costs continue to increase.  
Over 1000 members have now elected to receive the 
newsletter by e-mail, but costs of providing hard copies  
where needed still outweigh donations—leaving the soci-
ety to meet the shortfall.  
 

If you are unable to switch to an electronic version or wish 
to continue to make hard copies available to our members, 
please make a donation to help us cover the costs of print-
ing and distribution. 

Peals 2018: Reversing The Trend 
 

After two years of slight decline, successful peal activity has been on the increase again – and, positively, more members 
have been getting involved. 
 

Statistics to November 2018, show 210 peals rung, compared to 198 the previous year, and 386 members involved against 
349 for 2016-17. Tower bell peals accounted for 197 successes, in 143 different towers, while handbell peals decreased a 
little to 13. 
 

Graham Bradshaw topped the peal ringers list, with 67, leaving Phil and Gwen Rogers in second and third place respec-
tively with 45 and 38. Stedman Cinques proved the most popular method with almost double the 12 peals of Bristol Sur-
prise major which was second. Garlickhythe and Cornhill remained the top venues. Other variations show no peals of 16, 
but 4 of 14, with 37 of Maximus, 32 of Royal and 73 Mayor. 
 

Notable achievements included:  1000th peal for Philip Earis;  14 peals for the Graham John Peal Day in January 2018. 

mailto:webmaster@ascy.org.uk
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Another Jewel in the Society’s Crown 
After around 5 years of waiting, ASCY members finally added another title to the Society’s 
list of record achievements – a record length of Spliced Surprise 14 with all the work of 14 

methods and each lead different. 

Initially this peal was to have been attempted on New Year’s Day 2014, but that ground to a 
halt at 11pm the night before when it became apparent one member of the band wasn’t go-
ing to make it. 
 
With limited venues with 14 bells, severe limitations of when 8 hours of ringing could be ac-
commodated, limited capable ringers and very busy diaries to juggle, setting up a rematch 
was no easy task. Careful negotiations persuaded St Martin’s in the Bullring to open on 28 th 
December to allow the attempt. 
 
For Simon Linford, planning started long before 
the 2014 initial date. It was the next in the 
‘maximum methods all-the-work’ series. To go 
for 14 was inevitable. 
 
John Warboys was asked for a blend of methods 
similar to familiar Maximus methods – a few sim-
ple ones to allow resting time and a cyclic part 
end. Many were extensions: Ariella is Ariel; Aerilon is Phobus, Zarek is Strathclyde etc. 
 
Ten of the band rang the record spliced Maximus peal. Simon Linford, Andrew Graham, 
John Hughes-D’Aeth, Robin Hall and Philip Earis had rung all the long-length all-the-work 
spliced records; 100 atw Major, 56 atw Royal and 39 atw Maximus, Stephanie Warboys had 
rung the treble to all of them. They were joined by Paul Mounsey, Richard Pullin, Thomas 
Hinks, Graham Bradshaw, Alan Reading, Alistair Cherry, Robert Lee and Michael Wilby. 
 
In the event everything ran smoothly - a bit of encouragement, a few mild reprimands, 181 
changes of method, 39 bobs, 10,192 changes and 7hrs 34m of ringing. 
 
The Society now holds the record for most methods all the work on 6, 8, 10, 12 and 14. All 
but the Minor were also the longest peals of Spliced Surprise at that stage. That just leaves 
5 and 16, plus a long peal of Minor ... 

Moving On 
 

After 18 years, the College Youths are on the move, seeking a new 
monthly meeting room following the announcement that the Count-
ing House want to refurbish the current facility as a residents’ 
lounge for their hotel business. 
 
The Secretary is currently in discussion with Nicholson’s, who own 
infamous ringers’ haunt Ye Olde Wattling, about a new venue. 
Watch the website for more news. 

Change To Ringing 

Over-running struc-
tural work to the tower 
at St Mary-le-Bow 
means ringing has 
been suspended for a 
while. Please check 
website for alternative 
venues. 

Keep In Touch 
 
The College Youths now have a Facebook page where items of interest are posted. Mem-

bers are invited to contribute. 


